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=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
1. From the Editor's Desk
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

The ebb and flow of online activity have created past issues of Syndicommotion which have either been gluttonous in their announcements, or deficient in their details.

Happily, this month brings an issue of the former variety, so I shan't occupy your time here when there is much else to read further on.  Be sure to notice the "Other News" section for information about utilities to make your online experience all the more satisfying.

Enjoy!

-Ken Gagne
Editor, Syndicommotion
writing@syndicomm.com

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
2. Syndicomm News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Webmail
-------
Syndicomm is pleased to announce that we have activated our new web-based interface to our email system.  To send or receive email, you can now go to <http://www.syndicomm.com/webmail>.

NOP Command
-----------
Useful mainly to automated scripts, the No OPeration command, or /NOP, is now available in chat rooms.  This command has no function and produces no output, but is recognized as activity necessary to keep some connections and scripts alive.

Promotions
----------
The Buddy Program, free video games offer, and Operation Douglas contest mentioned in our last issue are all still in effect.  Visit <http://www.syndicomm.com/news.html> for details.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
3. Forum Roster
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

All forums can be accessed by telnetting to syndicomm.com and typing the forum's respective keyword at any menu prompt.  Via web browser, surf to <http://www.syndicomm.com/communities/keyword> where "keyword" is that forum's keyword, or use the links below.  All email addresses are @syndicomm.com.

Forum               Keyword      Page   SysOp's Name       SysOp's Email
================    ==========   ====   =============      =============
HelpDesk            HELPDESK      150   Eric Shepherd      HELPDESK
Palm OS             PALM          590   Thomas Compter     PALM
Macintosh           MAC           605   Ed Reppert         MAC
Apple II Forum      A2            645   Ryan Suenaga       A2
Newton Alive        NEWTON        650   Kim Howe           NEWTON
Unix                UNIX          675   Wayne Arthurton    UNIX
Live Games          LIVEGAMES     810   Lisa McKleroy      LIVEGAMES
Family Fun & Games  FUN           820   Michele Greb       FUN
Role Playing Games  RPG           833   Michele Greb       RPG
Gamebits            GAMEBITS      850   Ken Gagne          GAMEBITS
Singles             SINGLES       910   Ken Gagne          SINGLES
Refunders' Refuge   REFUNDERS     915   Jamie Yates        REFUNDERS
Women's Life        WOMEN         940   Michele Greb       WOMEN
Fertile Grounds     FERTILE       950   Kathryn Holderman  FERTILE
Life w/Diabetes     DIABETES      955   Lora Harville      DIABETES
Prolific Quill      QUILL         990   Ken Gagne          QUILL
Policy & Politics   POLICY       1600   Eric Shepherd      POLICY

The Unix Forum is currently under construction.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
4. Forum News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

HelpDesk
Page 150
Keyword: HELPDESK
-----------------
DVD is not only the perfect medium for movies, adding many bonus features and extras to cinematic experiences.  It's also an affordable and viable means for collecting entire seasons of television shows.  From current fan hits such as "Buffy the Vampire Slayer" and Fox's "24", to classics like "Cheers", "Frasier", and all incarnations of "Star Trek", boxed sets are presenting viewers with unsurpassed collecting opportunities.  Read and write about them in Category 51, Topic 3: Miscellaneous, and find a report on the recently-released third season of "Buffy" and release dates for future seasons and spin-offs in Category 50, Topic 3.

Apple II
Page 645
Keyword: A2
-----------
Those of us in the Apple II world are gearing up for the event of the year, KansasFest, held in Kansas City, Missouri, at Avila University in July.  Registration details are finally available, as well as transportation suggestions, this year's Roast victim, ah, guest of honor, and the usual, bubbly enthusasim.  Find all this and more in Category 5, Topic 5: KFest 2003.

Unix
Page 675
Keyword: UNIX
-------------
The Unix Forum will be opening later this year, providing discussion and support of all varieties of the Unix operating system.  Individuals knowledgeable on any aspect of this topic are welcome to share their expertise as a member of the Unix Forum staff.  We also need a name - something a bit catchier than "The Unix Forum", perhaps!  Whether or not you're currently a member of Syndicomm Online, if you're interested in this opportunity and wish to learn more, please email unix@syndicomm.com.

Gamebits
Page 850
Keyword: GAMEBITS
-----------------
Games must walk a fine line between between challenging and frustrating.  Too much or too little difficulty can sentence a game to being unplayable.  What is an appropriate challenge?  Is the entire concept of having end-level "bosses" an exercise in futility?  How long should a level be if a player is simply going to die and be forced to restart?  Discuss such design issues from a player's perspective in Category 2, Topic 5: Gamers' Cafe.

Singles
Page 910
Keyword: SINGLES
----------------
The Singles Community discusses not just singlehood, but all aspects of relationships - including the ultimate inverse of bachelorhood: marriage.  From the Bride and Groom to the Best Man and Maid of Honor, this tradition involves people from all walks of love and life.  Discuss it further in Category 3, Topic 3: Book Reviews, and Category 11, Topic 4: Taking the Next Step.

Prolific Quill
Page 990
Keyword: QUILL
--------------
Talk about them in Category 52, Topic 1: Science Fiction.  What are some of your favorite such stories?  When individuals are caught in this flow, or perhaps set out to tame it, strange things can happen.  It can flow forward or backward.  Time is a tricky element.

Politics & Policy
Page 1600
Keyword: POLITICS
-----------------
This community is expanding to encompass a broader look at national and world politics and diplomacy.  Please share your ideas for topics, conferences, and so forth in Category 2, Topic 1: Forum Ideas.  In the meantime, also visit Category 21: The War on Terrorism to discuss current world events.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
5. Other News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Python OLR
-----------
Syndicomm member Steve Reeves, who provided this newsletter with its name, has announced a prerelease version of SPOO (Syndicomm Python Offline Orchestrator), an OLR written in Python that has both a simple text interface and a graphical Tk interface.  Its capabilities including sending and retrieving bulletin board messages and mail, and downloading library files while minimizing connect time.  A custom chat room client is also provided.It has been tested on Linux, Mac OS X running XDarwin, and Windows 98.  SPOO can be downloaded from Steve's web site at <http://www.syndicomm.com/~stever>.

TinyFugue Macros
----------------
Steve Reeves (there's that name again) has also created a set of macros for the TinyFugue MUD (multi-user dungeon) client, which runs on UNIX, Mac OS X, and other platforms.  This gaming program can double as a chat room interface with a separate window for typing in (a "chat buffer").  It is highly programmable, which has allowed Steve to create a set of macros for the Real Time Conference rooms on Syndicomm Online implementing the following features:

     * automatically navigates to your favorite chat room
     * generates a unique nickname if your preferred one is already in use
     * lets you type chat room commands normally without having to double the leading slashes
     * displays the room name and whether you are AFK in the status line
     * color codes chat text on supported terminals:
           o system messages are red
           o user actions are green
           o usernames are highlighted
           o URLs are blue and underlined
           o smilies and exclamations such as "heh" and "lol" are yellow :)
           o sound effect specifiers such as "{s applause}" are cyan
     * opens the last-seen URL in your web browser on supported platforms
     * plays sound files on supported platforms
     * sends ASCII banner output from figlet on supported platforms

Konfabulator OSX Widget
-----------------------
Finally, Steve has also created a widget for the new and popular Konfabulator program on Mac OS X.  Konfabulator lets developers quickly implement graphical widgets that display information, provide a handy interface for performing actions, and more.  Steve's widget constantly monitors and displays on your desktop how many people are in Syndicomm Online forums' RTC rooms.  It even provides an optional sound effect when a room becomes occupied, so you know when someone's around to talk to.  Again, visit <http://www.syndicomm.com/~stever> for this utility.


Offline Readers (OLRs)
----------------------
The options for Syndicomm offline readers are growing, but still have a ways to go.  Syndicomm engineering will work with any interested programmers and script writers who want to develop OLRs for Macintosh, Windows, or other operating systems.  Email eng@syndicomm.com if interested.

Want to Start a Forum?
----------------------
Syndicomm has grown quickly since its inception, due in no small part to its dedicated and ingenious development team.  But there's plenty more that everyone else can contribute, too!

Various members of Syndicomm have expressed interest in seeing the service grow to include specific forums.  They'd like the following topics to have their own discussion areas: TV/Movies/Music; Windows/PCs; Travel; Genealogy; Geography; Fiber/Textile; and various consumer and professional topics.  If you're interested in managing one of these or other communities, email contracts@syndicomm.com.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
6. About Syndicommotion
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Syndicommotion is written, edited, and published entirely using Apple II and Macintosh hardware and software.  Copyright (c) 2003 by Syndicomm.  All rights reserved.  Syndicomm, Syndicomm Online, and Syndicommotion are trademarks of Eric Shepherd.
